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e The American Public is Ready for Reform

e Voters Worry About Primaries Producing Extreme Candidates
e Top-2 and Open Primaries are Extremely Popular

e Ranked Choice has Plurality Support

Most Reforms Enjoy Cross Party Support,

Even Among Strong Partisans

All States Estimated to be At or Near Majority Support
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OPEN PRIMARIES

There is strong support for open primaries, with nearly 6 out 10 voters favoring it and fewer than a third opposed.
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As you may know, closed primary elections—where candidates are nominated in a taxpayer funded
election to represent a major party for the general election— are restricted to voters only
registered with that major party, excluding unaffiliated, independents, and minor party voters from
participating in the primary election. Do you support or oppose the idea of open primaries, where
all voters can participate in taxpayer funded elections regardless of their party registration?



TOP TWO PRIMARIES

The most popular alternative primary system we tested at 61% support, though interestingly it does

not have as much strong support as open primaries do.
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As you may know, a top-two primary system is where all candidates, regardless of party registration,
compete in a single taxpayer funded primary.All eligible voters can participate and vote for any
candidate, and the top two candidates with the most votes advance to the general election. Do you
support or oppose a top-two primary system?



RANKED CHOICE

Of all the reforms tested, this is the least popular with only a plurality support, though it is still at net support.

45 - 39

21% regression results
Support: Higher turnout, younger,
men, NOT the South, Democrats,

20% -
18% 18%
Child in HH
15%
X
10% -
0%
0% -
Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly Don’t Refused/NA
support support oppose oppose know
As you may know, ranked-choice voting is a system where voters have the option to rank candidates
in order of preference instead of choosing just one. If no candidate receives a majority of

first-choice votes on the first count, the candidate with the fewest first place votes is
eliminated, and their votes are redistributed to the voters' next choice.This process continues
until a candidate wins with a majority. Would you support or oppose the use of ranked-choice voting
in primary elections?
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GENERAL PRIMARY REFORM SUPPORT

Testing pro and con statements reveals that nearly two-thirds of voters support the core principles of primary reform.
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Statement A: "Primary reform,
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Elections are the way we make

decisions in this country, and no
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from taxpayer funded elections."
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healthy representative democracy.
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Statement B: "Primary reform is unnecessary.
Parties should be able to restrict participation to
their own members so that they nominate a
candidate reflective of their party and values.”
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Which of the following statements do you agree with more...? Do you agree with that strongly or just

somewhat?



PRIMARY REFORM ESSENTIAL

Support for primary reform is strong across the country, with the Northwest seeing especially strong support.
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State-level estimates calculated via Multi-level Regression & Post-stratification



PRIMARY REFORM ESSENTIAL

Support is very high in key swing states, especially Arizona.

Florida
Hawaii
Montana
Delaware
West Virginia
aine
Arizona
Vermont
South Carolina
Missouri
New Mexico
Oregon
Michigan
Wyoming
Ohio
Washlnlgton
o

Idaho
Indiana
Connecticut
Nevada
North Carolina
Pennsylvania
ansas
California
Wisconsin
Tennessee
Alabama
Rhode Island
New Hampshire
Massachusetts
Nebraska
Virginia
Mississippi
South Dakota
Arkansas
New Jersey
Colorado
lllinois
Georgia
Oklahoma
Maryland
Louisiana
New York
Kentucky
Minnesota
North Dakota
Texas
Utah ®
Alaska L ]
0% 20% 40% 60%
% Agree Primary Reform is Essential to Democracy

00000000000 0000g e - rirtannt
.00..
LL T T




PRIMARY REFORM AGAINST EXTREMISM

Almost 7 out of 10 voters agree that the current system promotes extremism and that reform could lead to better representation.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: “The current primary system tends to produce
candidates who are not reflective of the broader electorate, favoring more extreme positions.
Changing the system would result in a more representative selection of candidates.”



REPUBLICAN SUPPORT FOR PRIMARY REFORM

Aside from ranked-choice voting, majorities of Republicans support primary election reform.

Open Primaries Top Two Primary Ranked Choice Voting Essential to Democracy More Representative Candidates
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ELECTION REFORM: COMPOSITE SUPPORT BY DEMOS

Interestingly younger voters are the most interested in primary election reform, though notably even 55+ is still a net
positive.
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For key demos, this shows average net support for primary election reform based on a composite score
made up of all relevant survey questions.
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